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A Scrupulous Confcience, &^. 



' t 



( M 



^ ITT is not my Defign in the following DifcOvJisfe, to ex- 
^. I P?^ ^^ upbraid the Weakiicfs of any of our Diflcnt- 
^ /*- ing Brethren 5 but. rather, charitably to contribute 
^ > what I can towards the healing and curing of it : and this 
(^ I take for granted* iThat we cannot clo greater Service ei- 
ther to the Churchof Chtift^ or Souls of Men, thaaby all 
:prudent; M^n$ tQ root thofe' needlels Scruple; out c^ their 
, Minds^ which^ have been the Occafion of fuch unchriftiari 
Separations and dangerous Divifions aoiongfl: us^ at firfl; 
begun, and ftill maintained, generally, Upon the Account 
of foch Things, z$ I verily believe, a well-inftrufted Q)n* 
fcience need not be concerned or difturbfcd about. - 

Here I jhall firft (hew what I underftand by a Scrupu- 
lous Confcience, then obferve (bme few things concerning 
It} and laftly, offer fome plain Rules and Means by \yhich 
we may befl; get rid of it. 

. Firft, What is a Scrupulous Conf^ience > Now Confci- j 
cnce, as it is a Rule of our Anions, is nothing elfe but a 
Man^s Mind o? Jud8;ment concerning the moral Qoodnefi 
or Ev^l, Lawfulpefs. or Unlawfolnefe of Things ^ and as 
this Judgment is either true or falfe, fo is our Confcience 
. '^. A 2 either 
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cither good and well-grbunded, or erroneous. The Dt. 
vine Law made knovm ta ttydtjierby thettghf ofNafur/ 
cr plain Scriptore, or dircft confeqttence- frmi % -f^ as 
. any honeft man may underftand, is the Rule ofConfcience 
or of that Judgment we ma&e of the lawfulnefs or unlaw! 
fulnefs of things: fo that our Confcience is a ikfc Rule and 
Gm^e ef Aa^s nerfartheri than « k felfis diffaed affS 
warranted b^ tjje Law bf <|pdL/ j r ^ ' 

h u ^?°i ^^ ^^^ grounded (ionfcien^e is, when we 
carefully abftain from \^httfct$rcl3Ad hath forbidden don't 
neglea doing any thing which he hath commanded, and 

them orforbeir doing of them, accor^irtg as the Rules of 
obedience to. Superiours^ Prudence, and Charity, do re- 

te evil or^uiMe^aryi^hidi God fe;itbeSpitilyS^^ 

^i^f^. Sl^ll ? tf *^^ g««S anitteceffiry 
wbfchhe-hath pJ^it^y forbid, and i$ reklfy fii^. |»fol 

our tbnfeieiJdK t^nnot alter- die mmrt dT things. ^^ 
which is<m baty r^«i«aeth {^ 4fid,;<% fiH. ^ §^^^ 
It, uotwithftandli^we in oat Cksnfeibftees tfcink it nhlaw? 

fnAT^^'^^^u'^ "^^ is miHy Evil ^tinueth fach. 
4Dd « Sin in us, bottler oiir Conft^ncdste!! us it is oiit 
djity to do k: attd ihte fatdt is wort or kfe coinpaffion^ 
ble and pardonable, as thtca^ ^tlie £iTor £e tnort 
or lefs voluiitaiy and avoidable. This is a grievous D? 
.;^&. and d^ly^Sicknefs of the Mhid, w&Te Sm 
groay m m our JO^^Hiems, and aft ic^ordin'g to our nn- 
ftaken pptnion of Tilings. . . ,^ "T 

J 3- A fcaiipulotfs Coilf(%ne6 is ei«tverfirit aboutthfcas 
in thteir own Nmti indl^rtrtt, atid it cbrififts ^ 

Wjih^" i"t^u^^ ^^J"^ ^P *^^ *^^ «<> f<«ne things 
^«eh Cod bath no whti* ttJtanianded-i as the PIm^L 

*«idc great -tonfcience oi Wa&Msg bete th^y ^id'eat,ana 

^'" abun- 
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aboifiidafldg of mber:^nneceft^^ tfceytoU 

of Mens, own mventing and dcviftng, whidi they asr^i- 
gidu%) nay nidrti careluUy obferved than tbi: indiipmabl^ 
0)mimiids df Ood hitnfafe c > : ' ; . : ' > 
i Of iA:a cbtifdenuous ;gib(^aming (tomfainethitim wMch 
t*eflof forbid, nor bnir way J UBlkwflih Timth'$ta$^ tafit 
mt^ hoffdli net^ doubniig arki feiuriog where ^fK> Fear ^ 
thinking that they ibould ds diuch onend God by e&ting 
fbme kind bf M^q^ \#ej(rifig ^ fea^ Garments, as rfiey 
ibould do wene they gail^y df 'Murcfer,^ Adulibfy. 
Which is the Cafe of many amongft us, who by foch &*u^ 
pulofity about little blatters, ^em more precife and audere 
than other good add boneft Chf iftiah^ me, or tbetnfel v^ 
need' or ought to^tfe." '' - • « ;.• - -"« ''/-^. .- 

Far beit from ine, by any thing I fc 
codrage tb^^Veateft ac^ t)efid«re(t >cdr«^ any K^rift^^^ 
take, to ^eep hirafdf from all Sin, from all Occafions and 
Temptations to it, ik>m the \t^- appearance of Evil^ of 
;what is rectify fueht dtrdcta^ atny thing ^t is in it fe^f 
iinflil^^out or con<id€pGC €|mt kisiaw&Visfdr wor^ 
araoiie'g(kvousOl]bi(ie^i^^ Abft^aifi li^m hiany thin^ 
which are* mily lawfiil, out of an O^icm that they are 
linful. Notwithftaddirtg tins, I canncA 'bm reckon it tht 
cbiefPolicy -dftteDevil^ *he gr^nd 'B^my dfiallthat is 
good, when hetciftl&not'ferfuftde tis4hi&t there i$^nbthing at 
tiftl fiiilbl or onhwful; ^tetn'to i^ke ti« (xs^^e^m^'-^mr 
Sat fuchi or at leaft^ riat^ther^^' is -g<^« 'danger of Ijf^ea- 
£hgOod by the nio'fi; iodTiie^ent ^nd irinocdit Actions 5 
by thefe means enffiarii^carid eman^^ing •Mefli' Con(biea- 
€^ ahdi> tendtfinjg KdigiPan^ii'tiK^ 

A fiat^ulous XJOTfcteneevtherefort ftafts ahd ' boggles, 

'idieiee there i;s no« wal Evil or ' Niitfciuefj' ^is^ afraid ofomit- 

ting or doing what' msf be omttt^ or done' without Sin; 

Which! kib3i»'iui|: bo\V better to .iUaftrdte tbafi by tho(e 

. vi * unac- 



unaccountable Antipathies or Prejudices that fotncmen have 
againft fome fort of Meats,or living Creatures^ which haye 
not thelcaft barm or hurt inthem,yet are (jb offenfive and 
dreadful to fuch Pcrfons, that tjjfey rfly from th?mi.as^they 
rWpUld from a Tygeror^aij^ahd avoid them as they would 
do the Plague or Poyfoh. Juft thus do fome Men ftin out 
of the Church <at the fight, of a* Surplice, as if they had 
been (cared by the Apparition of a Qhoft^ 
; It proceed to the fecond thing Lprp{K>u«ded, to qbferve 
,to you fpmte few general thingJiCoucerOing this fijrujpulous 
Confcience V as,' ^ ^ ^,, , : 

^,,1, That this is a very fickly^xraizy temperjofMind^ a 
gr^t Indifpofition,: a ftate of Weakftels and Infirmity, It 
arifeth from Ignorance and want of .right Uiiderftanding 
ifjiv s^eHgion, frcJio.undnfi timeroftTq^rOE u^fe^ of 

Mnd, fix>rti;Mdan«h9ly, ot unr^jifonable Pr^idices, and 
Miftakes aho.ist the.,N^ture of things.. Sucb.fert^mlous Per? 
fons are like fearful Woipen,that wander in the Dark, who 
.^i|%ifiQjthing to affright thrai, ypt fancy ittany. thingsi 
*y?\{\chm9ktt^m.frm^ ftep ithey. takfiJoo^ like 

thpfe \*ho fee ottly. by fan unctfttaia glimmering ^wtJighci 
their Imagitiatiori onceabuadiaud prepoflefs'd, transforms 
e\'ery Objeft intp ft Monfter^^Gyant. .. 
^ . iXbus this Spruiealow .15 the fame: vdih what irfiothei? 
AVprds fome icVll ajteftder Conf<?iencei fo tender tbatk:vcT 
•5fKt!biag)h»rt5and 59?ouods,it4ikeia tender Eye. whichithc 
feaft -Diift or; Sraokie g?ev|(juQy offibnds, or a. tender Con- 
ftkutipA of Body, 'which.the.leaft Air or Wind mightily 
4il<)fi(iers/ andi difoDtoppib, iNow this .is % irom being 
^pyjYePt&e pr Coo3«ici}d«iPn:iin^uJt ithisri^ ^q defiraWe 
Qualification, nor a matter of Ambition to be thoiight 
Men of fiich; tendeir GoWciences^ noirocire than ;it isifor a 
Mans JR^eputatipntb bfefickly aftd often indifposxi. A good 
.Confcieilce fe firm arid.lteady^. widl fetled and refolved, 
and fuch peedle^ fioft^ks lahout ^thiiig^. lawful arfc. at the 
. . ' ^ beft 
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A SiCfifUhm Confctence. 5 

beft a fign of an ungaveim*d Fancy ,and a weak Judgment. 
As the tiKciifefi'^d ftjueamiftinefs of a tnafls Sibmadi that 
diftafe xvbolfonii Fbod is a fyinptortdf anuhfoundandurt- 
heahhy Bbdy. This doth not at^'c any extraordinary holi- 
nefs or purity above others, as the Pharifce conceited of him- 
fclf, Stand offy come not nigh me^touch me not^ for I am holier 
than thoH^tczw9thQ walhcd himifelf (b crftcn. No, we are 
yet in a ohildiftj ftatie, and whilft >/fre are frighted Ivith 
luch Bug- bears and Phantafins, webave not yet arrited to* 
the Underftanding or Refolution of a Man. ^ ^ 

2* This ScrupuTofiiy about little matters may be, and 
is oft^ a fign of Hypocrifie. I take not u^n my fdftd 
judgp any PerfonW JLet^cvery man look' to hftfifetf; but 
thus certainly k" was with the Scribes and Pharifeds^f old ^ 
They drained at every Gnat, (tumbled at every; Stria w, 
would ftarve foonehhan e^t dieir Meat with deBeclhandfy 
\^OQld not'for the W<>rM wtcwig a lifon <&f a Qitiiaiin^fced'^ 
or a fpear brMint?,-itad by'thfe'wbndei^^^^ and 

ftrij9iiels in fonie inftafacesi they cafily gaineB the Repvita- 
tion of the greateft Saints ; (b that it is (aid to havei3een 
an ordtnary Proverb jitoong the Je ws^ TA/i^ ififnt tppo Per- 
fini in t&0 WoHd'mnPU^eiiheri^o^^^^ 
Scribe the other a^ P/jiriyee. iTetforili thi^ if we'vi^ittibe- 
Heve our Saviour^^ account 6f th€m;tiiey madfe ridthing dT 
(wallowing Camels, living^w the greateft and ino(t knowii 
WickednefsJ ^ '^ 

Alas ! th^ir Cbn(eierio^ -woiaM mit'^ive thefti fca^to^ 
enter into the GoverribUi^ Halloo ^6^ amongft th^lfeith^ns, 
lor fear of being polluted by them,"yet at the (ame timethiey 
ftuck not at fubomirig (al(e Witness dgairift the beft and 
moft innocent Pierfon that ^er lived. They blaroejd the 
DifcVptes for plflckingithce^sbf Cp^^ Sabbath-day^ 

as if they^ poor tender'^heifrted«en, were of^nded and 
grieved to the Soul at (iich Prbphanene(s, and yet they 
diou^t k nothing to deny relief and fuccour to their own: 

' - ^ Parcnt&j, 



Wi<l&w$. Houies. %) thew <:iwidity 4>p«iiC .Ibme extjeitial 
Obi^rvanc^s, th^ hoped (bor.make afloetids ix^ their grofi^ 
Ti'M%reffi68s mo^r Giles pl':&rgfi»tejr wiei^t mdtao"- 
ilttvA- Since :&ay d^jiied jthetafelyes many f^ng^ which* 
G94 ha<i ajlow'd Itheoii they "ht^-d ^ would rcj^dily &r- 
giv» tibero, thQ in fopae o<!h^r t^it^ they ^q^j^t a;gi«ater 
Libmy. ithen he hAdf>e!rnjitted there. . 

Had any of »6 boen pjaefjMK w^ iW<«ry» St. Jaim 12. 3. 
took.^ CH^n^peBt^f Spii^e^^rdjvery coftly, swd atlointed 
|:he.f pet'^fi$^Sj(«|id)J&(8^ jn^sj4.^ifdff)^%^\ikeJV^^wa$ 

tkeP9t^:^0^^'^^^^'^^^ ^ pfofitTe «stpeiwei,; thoabout 
ow,8ev«e«ir>h)Q)i^]fi ^Hetthoqght it ipi^ht h^yis beenbeb. 

teir^m^l^^y mitftcmvlSsM puroofe,} SbmH wwnotifroai 

this ibflVf!'ftn$)t)eto<rtB^ twat^;' iftef^rrtaipi^s^eiiindoon^ 

fc^^iiHiS.istf aUiChiiiftVQiftif lj2*r^ this <wjer-great 

hist!hf«Yifll-|r)tiBiltip<V :> f- ; ; f- . ^^: : - 

, They \te€fope; ^ho aw?/ fo. ifewpuW rfjjow Jwi b m 

t^fif y by. the. imoHPfPUf aiejijHigjSsnee/in die^ra^fe«j6f «ali' 
-pth^rl^ies.of RqHgva5iWhichiaire-f>l^ly Aad wdoubt-f 
^y:f4<^«;:Th^ wb^^ret«ncVji0r^fij^^i3.!l«ii^gj'><>Hlfia^ 
above other Men muft know, that the World WJH «fat8h 
^^oa^r^ ^;ifh^^a^i:^ |Hity»{^,.flf)th^^lingsi the 

^lflB)^^c^^tih?ir ;T^pp«^»ithstF j^ip>tfew-fev€ni 

l^lationf ^jthieir MpdeOyjPaw^yjQNfHy*?!^? ^^ 
fn,d fWUif?.;#iq;aU<hei[^l^iig^:!thCT4ie^^ 
5iOr,;ja(e.t^j^ cauy9n ^94^ilPffqi*^ip9i!«»ltb0«Ofct 

It AS f^p^y Ws4aje^gtE^{gi:|C9-^§^th<^ Seiujflesi 

not any rViciou$)PrincipIe j;flpid the eQq4itipr>i9^<thofe'«rho 
yr^Ajader. thei»o}\?er;o^Bch,^«f^^i;is«»if^(t0 be.cotac.-i 
mife^. • But, 



aScrHpulom €&nj€tence. j 

Bat, when I fee rMan fcrupling praying by a Bo6k or 
Fprni, and yet living without any faife of God or fear of 
him, afraid of a Ceremony in God s WorQiip, and not 
afraid of a plain damnable Sin, of Govetoufneft, ralh cen- ' 
faring his Brethren, of Hatred and Strife, Faftion and Schifm, 
and Uifobedience to Superiours ; when I fee one that out 
of Confcience refofeth ro kneel at the Sacrament, and yet 
dares totally negleft theCommanions who takes great care 
not to give ofltetice to his weak Brother^ but can freely 
(peak evil of Dignities, and defpilcth his lawful/ Gover- 
nours; it is tiot then uncharitable to fay. That it is not 
dread of difplcafiilg God, but fome other bye end or In- 
tereft that a^s and moves fuch a Perfon, and in pleading 
the Tendernefs of his Confcience he is no other than a 
downright Hypocrite. 

On the other fide, Let a Man be never (b punctual and 
critical in his Conformity to all the appointed Ceremonies 
and U(ag€s in o\jr Church, * let him conftantly attend God's 
(blcmn Worftiip, and behave himfelf moft revereptly and 
decently at the Publick Prayers 5 yet if this Man be pro- 
fane and intemperate, a Decider of true Piety and Godli-, 
nefs, if he lives loofly and at Random, all his regular De- 
votions, all his bowing and kneeling to the Honour of our 
Saviotir, all his nicenels about his Worfhip to perform it 
in the moft orderly manner, all his Zeal for the Church 
fhall avail him nothing. He is no better than thePharifee, 
wafhing the out-fide, whilft he isj^ithin full of all Wick- 
edness and Uncleannefi. To be (b concerned at)out little 
things, whilft we make no Confcience of the greater, is 
the moft evident fign that can be given of a falfe Chrifti* 
an. And hath it not often hapned in the World, that (uch 
a mighty Scrupulotity about our Duty hath proved a very 
fuccefiful way of growing greatf or raifing an Eftate, by 
giving Men fi> fair an opportunity of impofing upon the 
credulous and unwary? So that I have known it advifed 

B as 



8 A VifcoHrJe mut 

as an tifefbl Cautioa to thofe who would live in the 
World, dways to ftand npon your Guard and look to 
your Pockets, when you dosil with thofe who pretend to 
greater Tendemels and Exadneft than other undoubtedly 
fober and honeft Ghriftians generally do. . 

9. Where Perfons are truly honeft and mean well, there 
is nothing more troublefbme and vexatious than fuch un- 
reafonable Scruples about things lawful. This muft needs 
be an intolerable difturbance to a man's Mind, and breed 
great Anxiety and Inquietude, when Perfons are continue 
ally ftiivering and trending left by every thing they do 
they incur the Divine Difpleafiire; and it certainly difa- 
bles a man from perfcrrming his ncceflary Duty. He Ts like- 
ly to make but a flow Progrefe in hfe Journey, who in- 
ftead of going on cheerfully in his way, is fr^uently at 
a ftand, doubting which foot he ftlouldfet forward, or what 
particular Path he ftiould choofe. This robs men, in a great 
meafiire, of that Peace and &t;sfa£kiob which they might 
other wife find in Religion, whilft they ate daily pJirplex- 
ing thetnfelves with untying Knots which themfelves only 
have feftned. Scruples sdwut things indilFerent, when 
once we attend to and entertain them, like the Plague erf" 
Flics amongft the Egyptians^ will be cooftantly buaing in 
our Ears, and tormeming us with thdr Impertioency 5 till 
at length we come to diftruft eveiy thing, and there is 
nothing that belongs to ordinary Civility, no recreation 
we can ufe, no cloaths we can wear, no. difeourfc we can 
hold with others, no converfatioB we can maintain, or 
bufinefs which we tran&ft in the World, but we fliall 
raife fome trifling Objeftions or Scruples about it, which 
will make our Qindition ccxitinually uneafie and rcftkfi. 
For, 

4. Thefe- Scruples arc^ifinite and etKllefi : for, being 
grounded upon fome very little and inconfiderable Rear 
ion, there is hardly zx^ thing to be done bm ibine fmaft 

Ex- 
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Exceptions may be ftarted againft it, which may foon puz- 
zle and confound the more ignorant fort of Chriftians. 
Thus he that fcruples a Minifter*s officiating in a white 
Garment, may cafily be brought to fltnAt of thfe fitnefi of 
his doing it in Black, and then he pfbceeds againft any 
Iblemn diftinft Habit, and at laft agaifift the Office of Nfi- 
nifters it felf, and tells you all Gods ^eoplfe are holy, and 
that all Chriftians are a Royal Priefthc64'a^d we have 
no need of Teachers, for we are all taught of God. From 
fcrupling the Sign of the CrofS after Baptifm, Men have 
(bon come to queftion Infant Baptifm it felf: they have at 
firft perchance difliked only fom^ fignificant Ceremonies 
ill God's Worflaip, of Humane Ap^poihtment, but thence 
they have gone on to deny all oui;^afd bjodily Reverence, 
and thought it not expedient to pull pff their Hats in 
Churches, then not to do it before Magiftrates, at laft not 
at all : and thus by giving place to fuch little Scruples, 
they become afraid of (peaKing, looking, or doing any 
thing like other Men. 

This is^ notorious amongft Us. I'hofe v^ho have ijaken 
Offenice at fome things in our Church, and have thereup- 
on (cparated from us, and affociated themfelves with a pu- 
rer Congregation^ have (bon difliked fomething amongft 
them alfo s and then they v^Ould reform themlllves far- 
ther, and after that refine themfelves more ftill, till at laft 
they have (unk down either into Qeiakerifin, Popery, ov 
Atheifin. This doth not only now and then happen in the 
World, but is the probable effeft of embracing and che- 
riftiing fiich Scruples, that men go on fcrupling one thing 
after another, till at length they doubt of every thing. 

5. Laftly, This necdlefi fcrupling^f lawful things hath 
done unlpeakable mifchief tq the Church of Qirifti ^^V^7 
dally to the Reformed Church ofEngland 5 a 'Church re- 
formed according to the moft Primitive and Apoftolical 
Pattern, by the beft and wifeft Rules, in which, even by 
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the Confelfion of the fobereft and moft conGderable of our' 
DiUenters nothing is required, as a condition of Commu- 
nion, that is finful 5 yet how is (he rent and torn, man- 
gled and divided^ how hath (he been affaulted, undermi- 
ned, arid in danger to be the fecond time overthrown up- 
on the Account only of Habits and Geftures, and particu- 
lar Forms, Rites, and Modes of Di/cipline and Worfhip, 
with which fome Men are not well (atisfied or pleafed, 
which they judge might be better done and ordered ano- 
ther way, or which they rather would have left at. liber- 
ty, that every roan may do therein according to his own 
Difcretion or Opinion. 

In the greatandncceflary Truths of Religion we allpro- 
Ifefs to be agreed. We all worfhip the fame God, believe 
in the lame Lord and Saviour, have the fame Baptifin, the 
fame Faith, the fame Hope, the fame common Interefl:, our 
Sacraments, as to the main, are rightly adminiftred accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Institution, ojar Churches are acknow- 
ledged to be true Churches ofjefus ChriSii but there are 
fome Conftitutions, which refpeft chiefly outward Order 
and •the decent Performance of Divine Worft^ip^ againfi: 
which men have received ftrange Prejudices, oil the ac- 
count of them have raifed a mighty noiie and clamoofr a« 
gaind the Church, and have openly feparated from its 
Communion,, as if by renouncing of Popery we had only 
exchanged one idolatrous Service for anotheii^ About thej(e 
skirts and Borders, thedrefs and circumftances of Religion 
hath been atl our quarelling and contention s and theie 
Difierences have proceeded to (uch an height, as to beget 
immortal JFeuds and Animofities, to break and crumble us 
into little Parties an^ Fractions, whereby mutual Edifica- 
tion is hindred, our common Religion (uflers Reproach, the 
Enemies of it ate (Irengthned and encouraged, puUidk 
Peace endangered, and brotherly Love, the Badge of 
Chrifl s Diiciptes, quite loft amongfl: us: and the continu- 
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ance of thefe miferable Diftrai^ions amongft us upbflrfuch 
frivolous 'AccQunts (if compared with the laterefls of 
Peace and Charity) b a matter of fad confideratioa to all 
lively Members of Qirift sBody, and forebodes great evils 
impendent over our Church and State. I doubt not to (ay> 
that the Devil hath fought more fuocdsfblly againft Reli- 
gion under the Mask of a zealous Reformer, than under 
any other difguife whatever. 

The grand Eneniy of Mankind hath by various ways and 
means all sJong contrived and endeavoured to defeat the 
klefigns of Heaven for the Good and Happinefi of Men: 
and as the Divine Wifdom hath in fcvcral Ages of the World 
manifcfted it felf for the encouraging and promoting of 
true Righteoufnefs and Holinefs, fo hath the Devil always 
been at work to oppofe what he could find moft proper 
for the hindring the good effed of God's Kindnefs towards 
us. When the fuUnefe of Time canie, by the appearance of 
the Son of God in the World, he was in a great meafiire 
dethroned, his Kingdom overthrown, and the laft and moft 
effeftual means were ufed for jhe recovery of Men out of 
his Snare and Power. When therefore he perceived that by 
all the grievous Perfecutions he raifed againft the Church it 
fpread only fb much the fafler, that at laft the whole Hea«- 
then Idolatry fell down before the Crofs of Chrifl 5 when 
he was (haroefuUy expelled out of his Temples, and from 
his Altars, his Oracles (ilericed, and the Religion of Jefus 
prevailed every wherej he then betook hftnfelf to his old 
Serpentine Arts of dtffimulation. Since he could no longer 
oppofe Chrift's Kingdom by open War, he refolvedtotufn 
Chriftian, and to fet up for Chrifl's Deputy , and fubflitutc 
here on Earth, to fight ^gainfi: Oiriftians under Chrift's 
Banner, and by adulterating and corrupting the tlhriftian 
Do^ine, to fpoil it of all its Efficacy, to introduce his 
old Heathen Rites and Idolatrous Ceremonies, as unwrit- 
*ten Traditions from Chrifl: himfelf or his Apoftles, and (b 
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under his Name and pretended AuthdHty to cxercife all that 
cruelty, oppreffion, and fraud, w#whjth i9(b pleafing to his 
own ifiiernal Nature, hoping to biwn, ^deftroy, root out 
;ail true Chriftians from the ^tc'idf the Earth, under co- 
Jour of propagating the Gathoikfe Faith, and enlarging 
Chrift's Kingdom in the World. 

When Chrrfiendom had long groaned under this mifera- 
ble Tyranny,' it pleafed God in many places of Europe^ 
but cfpecially here in Effglmd^ vo fet on foot a Reforma- 
tion of Religion, which was happily and peaceably ac- 
compliibed among us by the favour and countenance df 
publick Authority and the wi^Counfel and Advice of our 
Reverend Bi(lu)ps and other Minifters. To nip this in the 
Bud, the Devil raifed diat (harp Persecution in Qu. Mar/s 
days, in whidi out firft Refoimers glorioufly fealed what 
they had done with their Blood: but this proving inefie- 
iftual, that he might the better fruftrate the ends of our 
llefpniQation> himfelf would ?tui« Refottner too 5 A great 
Cry jws$ /pon raiiied againft.our Churchy as not fufficient- 
ly purged from Popery, our Bifhops, our Prayers, our 
Ceremonies were all Antichriftiani^ and it was not long 
before all Mioifters, Ty thes. Temples, and the Univerfi- 
ties too, werCtcpodemncdasfuch^ and God knows they 
Jiad well. nigh; reforificd awicy all Learning, true Religion, 
and Worlhip of God, and under the fpecious Pretrace d[ 
paring off all. Superfluities, had grievouQy (haken the 
Foundations of Chriftianity it felf ^ infotnuch, that it came 
to pafi, as Cofm .of thofe who now diifent from us did then 
complain. That Prafej^rs cfRdigxM didcptnly opp0fe and 
deride almoSi all that Service of God $kt of Confiienct^ which 
other Men ufedto do 0Ht ofPrafhanenef. And what infinite 
mifchief this rafti. and intemperateZeal for reforming Abu- 
(ef and Corruptions hath dolae to our Church and Nation, 
if the Experience of this laft Age will not fuflSciently con- 
.vince men, it is not to be hoped that any Diicourfo ihouldr 
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We little confider whofe Intereft we thus fervd and pro- 
mote : we do his work who is moft delighted with Strife 
atid Confufion, and every one can tell who that is, and 
where he reigns. To be fhre by thefe lancharitable Scpa-* 
tations we highly gratifie the commori Enemy, whofe great 
Defign and PoJicy it hath all along been, by the Follies 
and invincible Scruples of Proteftant Diflenters to weak- 
en, and by degrees pull down the Chkreh of England^ and 
then we all became in eafie Prcfy to komci 

Ifany now* tell me, that to preveat this great IVfi^chief 
and Dan^r thhtarifeth from our Divifions, it is not (one- 
ceffary that the People (bould lay down their Scruples, 
(which they canttot well do, fiflce no dfic can at any ritne 
thinker believe «s^ he will } as it isthattfee Irapofitions 
fhemfelvcs, the Matters fcrapled at, (houW be removed 
and taken away^ and then Peace and Unity may be better 
fecured. To this I only anfwer thefe two things: 

i; Inow conffder things asf they at prefent ftand amongft 
tis. We have a: Church felled and eftablilhed by Law, in 
Which' nothing that' isr finfol is enjoyned. What the E)u^ 
ty of our Governonrs and Superiours is, how far they 
iftay or ought to eondefcend to the Weaknefe or Scruples 
of others, I {hall not take upon me to determine 5 that is 
another Qieftioft which belongs riot to us. But I cbnfider 
now only what private Members of foch a Church are to 
do, and then I fiiy, fcrupling the life of fome things pre- 
feribed by the Church, will not juftifie our leaving it 5 
nay, as Ifhall (hew ^rfterward*?, it is our beft and (afeft 
ccurfe to fobmit and pomply with fuch Orders, notwith* 
ft&nding our Scruples. But I add, 

n. Ifthis were -a (ufficient Reafon why the Conftitution 
of any Church (boukl be altered, becaufe fbme things are 
ferupled in it, there never could be a fetled Church as 
kmg as the World ftands^ fof, fince there will be always 
a difference in Mens Underftandin^ and Tempers, fome 
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weak and injudicious, others peevifti and proud, there will 
confequently be many that' fhall fcrUple and be offended 

at the beft and moft innocnt Gonftitutions. And if the Ce- 

/ - - 

remonies now in ufe amongfl; us had not been retained at 
our firft Reformation, thofe very Perfons, who are now fo 
much diflatisfied with the Impofition of them, would per- 
haps have been the firft that ftiould have then complained 
of the want of them. Of which we have this notorious 
and undeniable Evldexice . ip the late xjtmes^ when our 
Church was laid in the Duft, when none of thofe Ceremo- 
nies or Forms whi^ are now pbjeded agaipft were impo- 
fed or commonly ufed 5 yet even then were men gathering 
Congregations .6\xt of CJcxigregations, purifying ^nd re-; 
forming fl:ill further i Scruples eticreafed, Sefts and, Divi- 
fions upon them multiplied, and never fucb DiflraSions 
and Confuiions in Religion as in thofe day§3 and without 
the gift of Prophecy one may foretell, that if what is prin- 
cipally found feult with in our Church was now aboHfh- 
jed, yet thofe that are given to Scruple? would at leaft in 
time find cayelling Objeftions againft any Conftitution 
that can be made. They are like Men given to fue and go 
to Law. They never warit fome Pretence to diflurb them- 
felve^ and their Ncjghbcws. . . 

Men may talk of reconciling our Differences, and ma- 
king up our Breaches to their Lives end, and propound 
their feveral Projeds,- and frame their Models, and con- 
ceive fine defigns of Union and Accommodation, yet none 
of thefe will hav? any effeft, or do any good, till Men 
learn Humility and Modefty^ and be contented to be go- 
verned by others in things indifferent, till Self-conceit and 
Pride be in fome. meafurc rooted out ; and when this is 
effedually done, there will then be found but little need 
pf any. Alteration in theprefent Conf^itiition. 

The foundation of pur Peace and Agreement muft be 
laid in the reforming our felves and our own Tempef^s. 

The 
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Tideway to unite us licth not fd much in amending thcprc- 
fent EftabU&ment^Governtnent, Liturgy^endeavouring^ to 
add to it,or leave out of it, till all Parties amongft us are 
fatisfied, (which indeed can never be effected ) as it dbtH 
,con(ift in our becoming more truly Chriftian in our Lives 
and Tempers. . They are our vicious Difpofitions, more 
than our different Apprehenfions, that keep us at fiich a 
diftance. Let the terms of Communion with theOiurch 
be what th^ will, yet ^s long as Men. retain the lame 
4]uarrel(bm Mind,, and induftrioufly feek for Doubts and 
Scruplesyand are glad to find them, and prefer their own 
private Opinion and Judgment before the WiiHom and 
Authority of all their Govemouts,' whether Civil or Ec-, 
ciefiafticid, it i^ plain our Divifions and Animodties wilt 
not, cannot ceaie. 

But this leadsmetothe laft thing I defign*d to difcourie 
of 5 which was, to-propound to you the beft ways and 
means by which men may get rid of and eafe their Minds 
of fuch Scruples ^ where I (hall efpecially confider thofe 
that relate to our communicating with our Parifh-Cburch- 
cs. You mufl: not expcd that I (hould defcend to, and 
anfwer the particular Exceptions which hinder men from 
conftant Cotomunion with us 5 but only in general i.ftiall 
crave leave to advife fbmie few things, which would- 
mightily tend to the removing thofe Doubts and Sbruples 
that yetdetain fomany in a ftate of utter Separation from 
us, or at leaft difcourage their total and hearty )oyning 
;with us. Which charitable Defign and Attempt, however 
unfiiccdsful I may be in it, yet cannot, I hope, be unac- 
ceptable to any,whofe Confciences are pefker'd with fuch 
Scruples,fince I endeavour only to deliver them from thofe 
Miflakes, which befide the differvice they do.to Religion 
and the Proteflrant Intereft, do al(b expofe them to trou- 
ble and danger from the Publick Laws and Civil Magi- 
ftrate. Of many Rules that might be given in this cafe, 1 
£hall indft only oii dieie following. 

C I. We 



: f. Wc^lild take gre»t care to he^ and cherifij in 
6w Miods the moft high, and worthy, and honourable 
Thoughts 0f God Almighty. This is the Fomidation of all 
ileligiois^ and as o\!ir Apprehenfiom of God ace, Hich for 
the riioft part will be his Worfliip and Service. Accord^ 
ingly as weconcfeivc crfhis Nature, fo (Mali we judge what 
things are moD: pleaiing.to hln), as a;lfo what they are that 
IU£ iiioftjoffenfive and difta(^l to him;' 
' :;ilSc»«r Gonfider, 1 hefe? ch yoH, C^n that Man have be- 
coming a(nd excdleht Thoughts of the Divine Nature^ who 
tmaginbdiatQqdregardstaay prtictii^ Geftures, Habits^^ 
and Poftures fi> far, as that ^e acceptance of our Service 
and Worftiipfliould depend upon fuch Circumlb^es of 
our Religious A£)iioas>';Wh€ti with .all HarnUity and tru^ 
devotion of Heart a fincere Chriftian pi?oftr»tes himfelfat 
the Throne of C^'s Grace, and vmh earheft Diefoe and- 
Afie&ions begs thoie good things that are a^xording to Gods 
Mind and Will, can we believe thtt^ the Father of pur 
Spirits flialt rdq^ and reje£l: his l^etition beqaufe it is ddi- 
veted in a cartain prefcribed form of Woids > Shall his im^ 
portupate renewed Requefts £iil of Succe(sbecati(e he (HB 
u&th the fame Expreffions, and reads his Prayers out of a 
Book ? Is God pleafed with . variety of Words ? or the copi- 
ouffiefi of oarInv€nticMi,or the elegancy of o\ir'Phrafeand 
Stile? fe it not the Heart and inward frame of Spirit that 
God principally refpe^s in all our Prayers? Or cab we 
^hink fq meanly of God, that he flioidd fliut his ears againft 
the united Prayers c£ \m People, becaufe o&nded at the 
^our c£the Garment in which the Mimiftep officiates.? 

Suppofe two Periods, both with equal Preparation, with 
true Repentance and Faith to approach the Lord s Table j 
one of them, out of a deep fenle of his Unworthinefs to 
Kceivefi) great Ble(&Qgs,andout of a grateful acknowledge 
rbent of tha Benefk& t&cein conferp'd upon hiftn, takes the 
^rament upon \m Knees^ in the hufdMeft l^fiure 3 the 

ether 
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otber: fitting or fiarnding t cdh yoa tfin^ iH« Yfi« S^e)*^^ 
merit is effi^ual or btneficia), or fhM 6od b)eflb it- ^ly 
to hiih tbiat fits^ or thai it Would no« fe^VC been of the fikttltf 
advantage to bim if he alfo had received it knediftg? Td 
fiirmife any ftich thing, ti furely to difhonour God^-as if 
he were a low, pQor,humotir(btne Being, libfe a Father tha* 
&ould difinherit his Child, tlio ifi all BLefpeds mod dtitiv 
fui to him, and every way defer ¥irtig his greatcft Kindnei&^ 
oqIv becaule he did not like hife CottjpleKiton^ or the co^ 
lour of his Hair. The wifer and greater any Perfbn is to 
whom we addrefs cm lelves^ tha le(s h6 will ft^d upoft 
little Punftilio's. 

..Unddr ihe Jtjwilh Law the illkflit^ ifft-cutnCfertSe^ of 
Wprftiip wpre cxaftly defcribe^ and Metmifaed by Gdtf 
htoifelf, and it was not ordinarily lawfill for th6 Priefts 
at all to vary from them* Bat it was neceffdiry tbcfi that it 
(hould be thu&5 becaufe thd J^wifti Worftwp ivas- typifcal' 
of wJiat- wa*' to come hereafter, and thofe 'riiariy liiCe Ob-^ 
fcrvances? that were ap pomt?^ vfctdtiot comrtt&ifkifed foi? 
thcmfelvcs, as if there were? any Excellency iri thertii hat 
they were ftiadows of tRlhgs to cdme, wbidi are aU now 
cfcme away by the Gofpel^ and the bringing in of ever- 
lafiing Highteonfnefs, the bnly - t!fing always^ ^kafiri^ to 
Gad, and iagrecaWe to his^ Natwe: It is a fpirittial' riittdtteil 
Service God now expels from «s^ atid delights irt j and 
he muft look upon God as a very fond and captious Bc- 
ing^wbocanpeffwade bittifctf that bm Pray ers and Thatikf* 
gyvfi^,and other Ads of Wor(bip, tlio w^ biiiioft h<?arty 
and devout in them, yet fhall be rejected by hii[rrMl5i.be- 
caufe of fotne particular Habits or Gefturfes We ufed, \vhiefe 
were neither diffiiomjurable to God, nor unfotable to the 
naixirc of thoferefigiotis Performances. 

9aclviaemTh6tighfeefGod^^a^^ the true ground of alt 
Snpctftition^ v^n we think to court &nd ^afe him by 
mwitlg great Coi^nce about Ifittk thit^gs j ai^ fe k Hatbr 
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been truly obfervcd, that there is far more Superffiti6t>. 
in confcientious abftaining from that which God hath na 
where forbid, than there is in doing that which God hath 
not commanded. A man may certainly do what God hath' 
iiot gommaiided, and yet never think to flatter God by it, 
nor place any Religion in it, but he may do it only out- 
of obedience to his Superiours, for outward Order ancT 
Decency, for which end our Ceremonies are appointed, and . 
fo there is no Superftition in them. But now a Man can- 
not out of Confciencc refufe to do what God hath not, 
forbid, and is by lawful Authority required of -him, but 
he muft think to pleafe God by fach abftaining : and in- 
this conceit of pleafing or humouring God by indififerent 
things, confifts the true spirit of Superftition. 

2 . f.ay out your great care and zeal about the neceflary and 
iubftanttal duties of Religion, and this will make you leli 
concerned about things of an inferiour and indifferent na- 
ture. .As on the one hand our fierce Difpqtes and Ddbates* 
about little things and circumftances are apt to eat out the 
Heart and Life of Religion, Co on the other fide, mind-^ 
ing thofe things moft, in Which the Power of Religion ; 
doth confift, is the beft way to cure our Scrupuloufhefe -. 
about little things. This was the Apoftle s Advice to the 
Romam^ cap. 14. amongft whom eating or not eating.fbme 
Meats, obferving or Dot obferving (bme days, had occafi- 
oned as much Trouble and Scruple as Forms of Prayer 
and Ceremonies do no^v amongft us, ver. 1 7. Tke King- 
dom of Qod 4s not Meat or Drink^^ but Righteoufnefi^ Peace^ 
^nd Joy in the Bcly Gboji. What needs all this Stir and . 
Buftle? This cenfiiring, difputing, and dividing about 
Standing or Kneeling, thefe are not the great matters of 
our Faith } they are not worth (b much Noife and Con- , 
tention; The great ftre£ and weight in oqr Religion is 
laid upon the Duties of a righteous and holy L ife, and a 
-.^^ — u\q 5pjj.jj. ^^ Converlation , and then he adds, 
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wr. 18. For be that in ihefe things firveth Chrijl is accept a^ 
bteto God and approved of Men. 

'Thus when yoii betake your (elves to your Prayers, let 
it be yoiir greateft care to fix in your Minds a due fenfe 
of God's InmiiteMajefty; of your own Vilene(sand Unwor- 
thinefs, of your manifold Wants and Neceffities, and the 
greatnefs and goodnd? of the things you petition for, and 
his readinels to grant them upon your humble Requeft ; 
and the more you do this, the lefs fbllicitous you will be 
^x>ut the form or words of your Prayers. He that minds^ 
thofe things moft on which the efficacy of his Prayers for 
Ghrift's fake doth depend, will not ftand in need of] nor 
require new Phrafcs every time to ftir his Attention or to 
raiic his Affedion. Thus let Men be very diligeat and 
confoientious in preparing themfelves for the Holy Com- 
munion 5 let them come thereunta with lively Apprehen- 
fibns of Ghrift s Love in dying for us, with hearty Refoluti- 
<Mis^ of Amendment, and true Charity towardsall Men ^ the 
more concerned they are about thefe ncceflary things, the 
left afraid will they be of offending God by kneeling at 
the Adminiftration, or coming up to receive it in one 
part of the Church rather than another; for, thqr will find 
that they are quite other things in which true Religion 
confifts, in a new Nature, in a divine temper of Mind, iri* 
the conftant Praftife of Holinefs, Righteoufnefs, and Cha- . 
rity ; which make a Man really better,-and more, like un- 
to God. 

He that places any Religioti in not putting off his Hat, 
CM- fitting at the Sacrament, or not ftanding up at the 
Creed or Gofpel, as! before (hew'd you, hath no worthy 
Thoughts of God 5 fo neither hath he any right Notion of 
Ghriftianity, which confifts only in unfeigned Piety to- 
wards God, and fincere Love to our Brother, not in any 
external Rites or Obfervances, which tire in their own 
Nature variable and mutable, and are different in fevcral 
Ghufches. 3.lt; 
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' 3. It would greatly contribute to the removing tbe(^ 
Scruples which hinder the Uefled Union of Chriftian^ 
amongft us, if men were but. really willing to receivq fa- 
tisia^ion. This alone would go half way towards cdn-» 
quering them. But when they arc grown fond of and^ 
nourifh their Doubts and Prejudices, andconverfe only 
with thole Men, read only thofe Books, and hear thofe 
Difcourfes which are made of thfir fide, which ferve to: 
heighten and ftrengthen their Jealoufies and Sufpicioqs^ 
when they avoid the means 01 Convidion ^s dangerous 
Snares ana Temptations, and look upon this tendcrnefeor: 
aptnei$ to be onendcd, as a fign of Grace and extraordipa^ 
jry'Conicientioufnefs, there caabebut little hopes of r^coir: 
vering^ (iich Perlbns to a right apprehenfion of things., 
Whereas would they come once to diftruft their own Judg-y 
ments, to fuppofe that they may perhaps be all this while. 
iQiGaketi, would they calmly and patiently hear,faithfully: 
and impartialiy confjiderwhatisfaid or wroteagainft theni^ . 
9s, eagerly defire and (eek for (atis&dion, as Nkn do fb^: 
cure of any Difeale they arc fubjed unto; would they, \[ 
fay, this diligently ufe all fit means and helps for the rer 
moval of their Scruples, before they troubled the Church 
of Chrift with them> it would not prove fo very difficult, 
a.Task to convince and ietUe fiTch teachable Minds. 

If therefore any Manbe poflefled with Doubts or Scru-. 
pies againfi; any thing pradifed or required in our Church,, 
.let him firft read fome of thofe excellent Books, that arc. 
written. with all the faimels and evidence imaginable,, on 
^iirpofe to explain and juftifie thoie things that are moQi 
ufually excepted ag^infV^ let him con&lt with (bme of oiu: 
Church bdbre he leaves it. Let him honeftly^ repair to the 
Minider of his Pariih^oribme other whomhehadi ingreat- 
ter eftimation, and ingenuoufly open his Mind to him,de<-: 
daring what it is he tnofi; (lumblesat, and hear whait can v 
be oiferedfor the Refolution of bis Doubts, Ifcoofuhing. 

withi. 
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"mth one Perfon will tiot do it,let hiaiadvife with others, 
and try fhts 6ften,before he condeflsns us^ancl divides fe-om 
tts. Would Men;do this ferioafly,with eartveft defire ofin- 
ftruftion,witliotit doubt we ftidUld hfire fer fewer Separa- 
tifts, and they who after this did ftill difietit from us,would 
be far more excufeble m % than otherwifc they are, and 
this is no other than what men ordinarily do in their tem- 
poral AiTairs. When they have any fear or fufpition about 

^ their worldly concerns,they prefemly repair to thbfe who 
are beft skilVd, and moft able to refolvc them, and in their 
judgment and determination they commonly acquiefce and 
fatisfie themfelvcs. Hath any matt a fcruple about his EJ- 
ftate, whether it be firmly ietled, or he hath a true legal 
Title to it > The way he takes for fatisfa^Tion is to advife 
with Lawyer^, the moft eminent for Knowledge and ho* 

- nefty in thetr Profeffion. If they agree in the feme Opini- 
on, this is thegreateft affurance he can have that it is right 
and fafe. Thus is it with one that doubts whether (uch -$ 
cnftonr or pradifebe for his Health, the opinion of known 
and exper iehced Phyficiafls is the only proper means to 
dctijrtnine him in fuch a Cafe. The re^fon is the (ame here* 
When any private Chriftian is troubled and perplexed with 
fears and fcruples that concern his Duty, .or the Worffiip 
of God, he ought in the firft place to havcrecourfe to the 
Pablick Guides and Minifters of Rcl jgion,who are apjpoim- 
ed by God^ and are beftfittedto dired and conduo: himj 
I fay, to come to them,iiof only to difpute and argue with 
tfiem, and pertly to oppofe them> but with aU modefty to 
propound their doubts, meekly to hearken to and receive 
Ittftruftion, humbly begging pfGod to open their Under-* 
ftandmgs that they may lee and embrace the truth, taking 
great care that no evil affeftion^ love of a Party,or carnal 
mtereft influence or byafi their Judgments* 

We do not by this defire men to pin their faith upon the 
Prieils SlcevejOr to put out their own Eyes that they might 

be 
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be better guided and managed by them; but only diligent- 
ly to attend to their Reafons and Arguments, and to give 
(ome due regard and deference to their Authority : for it 
is not fo abfurd, as may by fome be imagined, for the 
Common People to take upon truft from their lawful 
Teachers, what they are hot competent Judges of them- 
fclves. 

; But the difficulty here is, liow (hall a private Chriftian 
govern himfelf, when the very Guides and Minifters of 
Religion determine differently concerniug thefe matters ia 
queftion amongft us > Some warranting and allowing them, 
others as much difapproving and condemning them : by what 
Rule (hall he choofe his Guide? To which I briefly reply5 
I. As for thofe who fcruplc at Conformity, and are to- 
lerably able to judge for themfelves, let not (uch relye 
barely' Upon the Authority either of the one or theothen 
All tve defire of them is, that they would equally hear 
both (ides,that they would think that the Mimuers of the 
Church of England have fomleSenfe and Conlcience tooas 
well as other Men, and are able to (ay fomewTiat for what 
they do themfelves, or require of others; that layingafide 
all Prejudices, Favour to or* admiration of Mens Perfons, 
they would weigh and confider the Arguments that may 
be propounded to them, being diffident of their own Ap- 
prehenfions,and indififerentto either part of the Queftion 5 
that they would th'mk it xxo (hame to change their Mind 
when they fee good reafon for it. Could we thus prevail 
with the People diligently to examine the Merits of the 
caufe, our dhurch would every day gain more Ground 
aiQongfi: all Wife Men.* for we care not how much Know- 
ledge and Un'derflanding our People have, fo they be l)ut 
bumble and modefl: with it, nor do we defire Men to be« 
come our Profely tes any forther than we give theiB good 
Scripture and Reafon for it. 

2. But 



hi 

4 



3. But as for thofe who are not focapable ofexamiain^ 
-or judging for ther^felves ( as few of the common Peoplp . 
who feparate from us really are 5 they not being able to 
give any tolerable account of their diflent from us, only in 
general Words declaiming againft Popery, Superfl:ition, 
Antichriftian and Unfcriptural Ceremonies, Humane Tra- 
ditions, &c.^ fuchhad better truft to and depend on thofe , 
Minifters, pf known Sufficiency for their Office, who are 
regularly and by the liaws of the Land fet over them,than 
any other Guides or Teachers that they can chopfe for 
themfelves. This to be (iire is the (afer cburfe, which in 
doubtful cafes is always to be. taken. I ipcaknow of thcfe 
preferit Controverfies about Fonns and Ceremonies fo hot- 
ly agitated ampngft us, which are above the Sphere of 
common People, out of their profcfficMi 5 not of fuch 
things as concern the Salvation of all men^ which are plain 
and evident to the meaneft Capacities, When therefore 
in filch cafes;> about which we cannot eafily (atisfie our 
felves, we follow the Advice of the publickly authorised 
Guides and Preachets of Religion, if they chance to mif- 
lead us, we have fomething to (ay or apolc^ize for our 
felves. Our Error is more excu^ble and pardonable, as 
being occaiion d by thofe, to whofe Judgmeftt, by God s 
Command;^ we did owe a great Kefped and Submiiiion* 
But when we choofe Iriftrudors and Gounfellors to our 
felves according to our own Fancy and liking, and they 
teach us contrary to the Doftrine of our lawful Minifters, 
if then we prove to be in the wrong, and are betrayed -in- 
to $in, we may thank our own Wdntonnefs for. it, and are 
more feverely acconJptable for (ucbMiftakes. 

Thus let a Man thatis troubled with any threatning dUC- 
eafe,applyhimfelf rather to theLicenCed Phyficiansor Chy-^ 
turgions, cfapptpvedSkiU.a©^^ 3 and if he chaiJce 

taWfearry under them, yet he hjith J^is cohtentment^thftt 
^e uled the beftand wi&ftmeaiis for^isHealith and Reto- 

D very 
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very. Bot if he leaves them all, and will hearken only to 
^fckf and Empiricks^ tho they advife him quite contra-^* 
rytd what the others prcfcribed, if under their har^s he 
grows worfe and worfe, he muft then charge his own per- 
verfe Foliy or idle Humour, as the caufe of his Ruine. 

4. In order to the curing of our Scruples, we (hould 
thorou^ly underftand and confider, what is the trueNo^ 
tion of lawful, and how it differs from what is neceflary^ 
and from what is (inful. That is neceflary or our Duty 
which God hath exprcfly commanded, that is (inful which 
God hath forbid 5 that is lawful wtlich God hath not by 
any Law ^iging us either commanded or forbid : for^- 
WheUthertii n$ LaW^ faith the Apoftle, thtre is m TranJ^ 
grefftMyJ^m^ 4. 15^ There can be no Tranfgrefllon^ but 
either omitting what the Law commands, or doing what 
the Law forbids. For inftance, If any Man can (hew where 
kneeling at the Sacrament is forbid in Scripture, where 
fitting is required s where praying by a Form is fbrlnd, and 
extemporary Prayers are enjoyned, then indeed the E^ 
pute would foon be at an end : but if neither the one nor 
the other can be found, as moft certainly they cannot, then 
kneeling at the Sacrament, and reading Prayers out of a 
Book^ muft be reckoned amongft things lawful. And then 
there is no need of (brupling them, becaufe they may be 
done without Sin: nay, where they are requir^ by our 
Superiours, it is our IXity to (fabmit to them, becaufe it is 
our Duty to dbey them in all lawful things^ 

This way of arguing is very plain- and convincing, and 
isannot be evaded but by giving another Notion of Law- 
ful. And therefore it is commonly faid, that nothing is law- 
ful, efpecially intheWorfhip of God, which God himfelf 
hath (K>t preifcribed and appmnted, or that hath been abu- 
fed to evil Purpofts. And on diefe two Miftakes arc 
chiefly grounded Mens Scruples alieut kidifferent Rites 
and Ceremonies4n God's Worfhip. ^ 

I. That 



ir That only is' faid to be laJWful irt God s Wbfftip 
whidh he himfelf batb ptdcnbtd Atid aifptymt&ih fe thii 
this is thought Exception fiifflcientT dgainft the Forttis and 
iUages of our Ghurcfe, that though they are not forbid^ 
yet they are no where commanded ifi Scripture, Ff'^d iMfii 
tequired theje things at your hands ? 

Now here I only a^k, >yhere our Saviour or his Apd«- 
files have forbid us doing any thing inr God'i? Worfhipj 
which is not by himfelf commanded^ or where itf fheNew 
Teftamentwe are told, that God will be angry wkh us foi? 
doing any thing whrch he hiath no where forbid^ehher by 
gcineral or patticulat Laws > For unlefs thfe can be fiiewn, 
Siere dan be no colour fbr this Pretence^ and we are (uffii 
cfentty fure, rfiat ilo (ueh Place can be produced out of 
the Bible. It is acknowledged by all, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as to all that is ntcemry to be believed or done in 
order to Salvation, as to all the efleritial and fubftantiil 
Farts of Divine Worffirtpj is a plaitt and perfed Mle 5 but 
it is as certain, that the outward Cirdftmftances of Time; 
l^ace. Habit, and Gcfture, are not determfeed in- the 
New Teftament, as they were in many cafes by M^/s 
l^w f and yet God cannot be, at leaft v'rfibl^y mid publick- 
Jy, worfhipped without them: If therefore tfhefe be not 
^termined in Scripture, and it is unlawful to do an^ thing 
in God*s Worftiip but what is fo determined, it' follows 
that God cannot be worfhipped at all, unleft we could 
Ivorfhip him in no Time, Place, Habit, or Gefture : nor 
indeed can I learn how a C3iriftian can, with a good Gbii- 
fcience, perform any part of God's Wc^fhip, if this Vita^ 
ciple be admitted for true, that Whatfoever is not com- 
tnanded is forlnd, fince the e^rtemal Circumftances of reli- 
gious AfHons, without which they cannot be perfoitned, 
aite not prelcribed of determined in Scripture 5 axid fo he 
mu(t commit a Sin ev^ timcf he prays or receiVes the Ho* 
ly Sacrament. ' 

D^ V Befides 
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Befides, this Kea(bn would oblige usr to feparafe front 
all the Cbirches that ever were or are in the World, there 
beiflg no conftituted Church in whiqh there are not fotne 
Orders and Injunftions for the regulating the publicfc 
Worfliip of God no where commanded in Scripture. We 
could never, upon this Principle, have h?ld Communioa 
with the Primitive Church^es, which undoubtedly had their 
inftitu|:ed figni£k:ant Ceriemonies^ nor is there any Church 
at this day, thsit hath not by its own Authority detenui- 
ned fi)me of the Circumftances of Divine Service for th? 
more decent and orderly Performance theredf; Nay, 
thdlevery Perfbns that make this Exception, do themfelves 
pradiie many things in the Worfhip of Cod^ withou$ t>e 
fcafl: (hadow of a Divine Command, to^ which they pblige 
their Hearers and Communicants : for, conceived Pray ersi 
fitting at the Eucharift, fprinkling the In£mt at Baptifm^ 
the Minifter's officiating in a black Cloak or Coat, are full 
out as unfcriptural, jiumane^ uncomma):^edy as any Qer 
fture, Habit, or Form ufed ip our Clwnch. ^ : 

2^ That is faid to be unlawful which hath been abufed 
to (infill Porpofes, to Idolatry ot Superftition 5 fb that no- 
thing ought to.be retained in our Worfhip, tho it be not 
forbid by Gpd, which was ufed in times of Popery, Hence 
the ordinary Objeftion againflt our Parilh Churches is, that 
they are not fufficicntly purged jfrom Popery 5 that our 
firft Reformers were indeed excellent and worthy Perfons 
for the Times they lived .in i that what they did was very 
commendaUe and a good Be^nning, but they were forcea 
to comply with the neccfEties ,of the Age, which vy^ould 
hot bear a coqaplcat Rtiormation. They left a great deal 
ofPopiJh Tra(h in the Church, hoping by degrees to re- 
concile the Papifts to it, or at leaft, that they might not 
make the Breach too wide, and too much prejudice or 
fj^atige them from it* iBut w^ now live under better 
iQeans, have greater Light and Knowledge, and Co a fur- 
ther 
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tfier and more perfed Amendment is now neceflary. Thus 
the Order of BiChops is decried as Popifh and Antichriftt'- 
an^ our Liturgy as taken out of the Mafs Book, and our 
Ceremonies as Relicks of Idolatry. • 

But the truth of the cafe is this. WfrmUft confider, that 
thofe of the Church of Rome do hold and maintain all the 
Eflentials of Chriftianity, but then by degrees, as they 
found Opportunity , they have added a number of impious 
and pernicious Doftrines to the Chriftian Faith, the Belief 
and Profeffion of which they equally require of all that are 
in their Communion. Befides this, they have introduced 
ieveral idolatrous, and (uperftitious Rit^ and Pradtifesior 
to the Service of their Church, never heard of for the firft 
four hundred Years, by which they havemiferably de&ced 
and corrupted the Worfhip of God^ and made it neceflary 
for all thofe that love : their own Salvation^ to feparate 
ftom^ thorn.. Now our firft Reformers here in EngUnd did 
not go about to invent a new Species of Gqvernmcnt, to 
devite new Rites and Ceremonies afid anew form of Wor- 
fliip^ fuch as Ihould be leaft excepted againft, and then 
obtrude it upon this Nation, as, was 3bne at Geneva^ arid 
fome other places s but they wifely confidered, that if they 
did but rejedt what the Romanifts had added to the Faith 
and Worihipof Chriftians, lay aitde their novel Inventions^ 
Ufurpations, and unwritten Traditions, there would rcr 
main the pure, fimple. Primitive Chriftianity, fuch as it 
was before the Raman Church was thus degenerated : nor 
iave we any thing of Popery Idt ampngft us, but what the 
Papifts had left amongft them of Poipitive Rdigjoa and 
Worfhip. 

As we muft not receive the evilTor the fake of the good, , 
fo neithermuft we rejcfl: the good forthe (ake of the eviL 
In our Church we pray neither to Saints nor Angels, nop 
4he Virgin Mttry^ our Liturgy is in a known Tongue, we 
deny, the Laity no part of the Sacrament,nor the reading, of ' 

the:: 
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the Scriptures,weofiernaMafi Sacrifice, nor Worfhtp Ima* 
ges or the conftcrated Bread We havenot one Dodriric 
or GcreiDony inufc amongftus, that is purely Popifb. But 
we muft be obliged to part with the moft (acred, venera^- 
Ible and ufefolkft tMrigs in our Religion, if this be a fuffi- 
cient reaibn o£ our forbearing any thing, becaafe the Pa* 
pfts abufe it. 

This therefore I conclude to be the beft ami plaineft 
rule for the governing of our Confciences, not wilfully to 
omit any thing that God hath commanded, to avoid to 
the utmoft of our Power what God hath forbid 5 and what 
ever el(e wehave no particular EHvine Law about,to guide 
ou* feives by the general Rules of Scripture, the commands 
cA our Superiours,and by the meafures of Prudence,Peac^ 
and eharity. This one rule (and it cannot but fcem a very 
reafonable one) would foon put an end to our iquabbles 
and jan^ngs about Forms and Ceremonies and other in- 
difierent things. 

5* In order to the bringing tiienrto a eamiply^mce witk 
the Laws of our Church, we mv^ defire them to conlidei: 
that there never was nor ever will be any pubiickConCH^ 
tut ion, that will be every way unexceptionable. The beft 
policy, whether Civil or Ecdefiaftiral, that dam be dSa^ 
blilhed will have fome flaws and defcfis, whitih muft he 
borne and tolerated* Some Inconveniences will m proce^ 
toftime ariie, that never could be forefcen or provided 
againft; and to make alterationiiponevery emer^nt diffi- 
culty may be often of worfeconfequence,than the evil we 
pretend to cure by it. Let the Rules and Modes cf<k)verft- 
tpent, Difcipline, publick Worftiip, bemoftexaAand 
blameleft, yet there will be faults in Govemours and' Mi- 
sifters as long as they are but men, We muft not expeift 
in this World a Church wrthoot Spot or Wriflklc, tlat 
conlifts only of Saints, in which • nothing can be found 
amifi 5 efpecially by thofe who lye at the catch afld wait 
for an advantage againft it. If 
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If men will fcruple and reform, as long as any thing re- 
Hiairieth which the^r can objeft againft, they rauft e'en come 
at laft, as a Reverend Perfon of our Church hath obferved, 
to»the ftate of that miferable Man who left all humane So- 
ciety that he might not be defiled vmxh other Mens Sins, 
and at laft cut out the Contents of Chapters and Titles of 
Books out of the Bible, becaufe they were humane Inven- 
tions added to the pure Word of God. Men muft be wil- 
ling. If ever they would promote Peace and Unity, to put 
candid Conftruftions and favourable Interpretations upon 
things, to take the/n by the beft handle^ and not ftrain 
things on purpofe that they might cavil the more plaufi- 
bly, and raife more confiderable Objcftions againft them. 
We muft not make perfonal, accidental Faults, nor any 
l^ing a pretence ibr our leaving the Communion of our 
Church, which arifeth only from theneceilary condition 
and temper of all humane Affairs, that nothing here is ab- 
iblutely perfed. 

6. And laftly, if yon cannot by thefe, and other the like 
confiderations, not now to be mentioned, get rid of, and 
..conquer your Scruples, then be advifed to ky themafide, 
to throw them out of your Minds as dangerous Temptati- 
ons, and aft pofitively againft them. 

But here I eafily imagine fome ready prefently to ask me. 
Do you perfwade us to conform to the Orders of the 
Church tho we are not latisfied in our Minds concerning 
than? I anfwer. That I think this the beft Advice th^u: can 
be given to fuch fcrupulous Perfons. It would be an end- 
kfs infinite thing, and Communion with any Church 
would be altogether unprafticable, if every private Ghri- 
ftian was obliged to fufpend joyning himfelf to it, till he 
was perfedlyiatisfied about the reafbnableneis and expedi- 
ency of all that was required, or was in ufe in that Church: 
for! indeed, private Perfons are by no means proper Judg- 
es of what is fit and convenient in the Adminiflration of 

— Church- 



* « 



^o A Vtjcourje abmt 

Church-Government, Difcipline, or publick Worfbtp, no 
more than they are of matters of State, or the Reafonablc- 
nefs of all Civil Laws. Common People generally have 
neither Patience, to confider, nor Judgment to weigh •ll 
Gircumftances, nor Y^ifdom to choofe that which isr beft 5 
thefe things of a*Publjck Nature belong only to our Su- 
periours and Governours, and if they appoint what is un- 
nt, indecent, or inconvenient, they only are accountable 
for it. It is not ' the fault of thofe that joyn with fuch Wor- 
ftiip, or yield to fuch Injunftions (not plainly (infiil) for 
the fake of Peace and Order. 

I know therefore no better Rule for the direfliing add 
quieting Mens Confciences than this, that as to all fuch 
Matters as relate to PuWick Order and decent Adminiflra- 
tion of God's Worfbip, they fliould without any fuperfti- 
tious Fearfulnefs comply with the Cufloms of the Church 
they live in, never troubling themfelves, nor curioufly^ 
examining what is befl and fitteft, as long as there is no* 
thing enjoy ned or done, which (after due enquiry) appears 
to us contrary to any taw of God. Thus St Augufim di- 
reds us in that often quoted place, where he tells us, He 
kftew no better courfefor a ferious pmdent Chriftian to tak§ 
in matters of Rites and Cujioms^ than to follow the ChurcbZ 
Example where he is: for whatfoever is prefcribed neither 
againji Faith or Mannirs^ is a matter in its felf indifferent^ 
and to be obferved according to the Cnftom of thofe he lives 
among. This was agreeable to the Counfel St. Ambrofe^ Bi- 
Oiop of Milan^ gave him when he was fent by his Mother 
to enquire his Judgment about the Saturday Fafi, When I 
am at Kome^{i\\}ci the Bifhop, IfaU on the Sabbath^ but at 
•Milan I do not. So thon likewije^ when thou comeft4o any 
Churchy fibferve its Cnfiom^ if thou wouldeji neither be an 
offence to them^ nor have them be fo to thee. Which St. M- 
gnpn ever after Jpoked upon iis an Oracle Jrom Hemm. 

' V I do 



I do not by this encourage Men to venture blindjfbld'on 

Sin, or to n^led any rea(bnable care oftbeir A^jiqm; b^c 

if People raife all the Difficulties and ObjedicHis they<»n 

ibrt, before they proceed toaFLefolution about thibgs that 

have no manifefl: Impi^y in them, nor are plainly nor by 

Imy eafie coniequence, contrary to the revealed Will of 

pod, thi^ cannot but occafion infinite Perplexity and 

^rouble to Mens Minds^ and there are but few tjiings they 

(ball be aUe to do with afafe and quiet Confcience. ShGttld 

all thole that have fome little Arguments againft the Sigp 

of the Crpis, puzzle thcmfelves with the Objeftions ufii'- 

ally urged £^ainfl: Infant BaptijSn^ and defer baptizing tfiefr 

Children till they were f^Uv f^lsG^, about it^ll dou^ 

not but the l!>aptt:ai]^of In&nu ^^^idd^^ 

fcrupled at as the cromng them now is/ But there is nq 

apparent/Evil in it 5 it is the Praftifc of the Church we 

live in, iris no where forbid in Scripture :.;thw ordinarily 

i^ (ufficient Warrant for what we do; 

, Before we teparate from a Chtirch, 

With its Orders, we' ought to be fally latished and per- 

iuadedof the Unlawfulnefs of what is required, that it is 

£^btd by Gpd 5 becaufe by leaving the Cjompowaion of 

any Church, we mjr&&ntenceuponandxonderoa it, livhju;h 

ought 4]ot to be dpn&upon light and doubt&i caufe^r byt 

thece i& not the (ame neceility that we (kould be thus fuU 

ly iatisfied about our Conformity to all thii^ prdcribcd 

by the Churcht AVe may. prefttme them tope iniiocfnt, 

iinlefi they plainly /ippearto^ :,W . /. 

.;/^ The -Judicious and lis^med^hi^pp^S^^ ex- 

jpredeth it in his fourth S^monAdCierm^^ The LamtaJ^A 

eperjf Mdfpfot a good Man and true^ till his Truth ^d Ha- 

f^j hejegal/j dJj^r(wedz andas our Sa^tQur fonn^ 

Ttfl that is mt againfi Hi isjorus : j^inthefe matters (he 

^eakl ofthofiCere/m>^iesiMt^^fi^ Or^&'sJaJ^^ and to add 

Itic greater SMemnitj iofacred AHions^ oh' appoint^ in the 

E . Church) 
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iChttret^ift att io ikHeve dttiJ^gsP&4>e iamfiiifbrttf idder^ 
9f1tick ettmdt hefimn hy ^g»od Bvktwce tithtr vfS&ripiHTV 
'^Ifr'ReJtjh^ fo' he mhtifjiil. -;; • - "• , ' . ' : 
'■■■ If ahy 'dfte be afraid Aiai "^hiis Pilficiple <>rrce imWbed 
\wuld introduce Pppiery, -toake Pteple gire^y' fivaHovt^ 
tttid witfjQUtr any Examination fiAtmit to evwytWrig theiit 
"^ ""' « " • •'• po<i t'hefnj-M htfn^Jy CDn- 

tftat'tWef e att tnatiy things in 
m^f^pifi Wmfhtf -an(I^«!%k)tt raanifeftljr ^tifl- aWlfer- 
fekJ^di ^ the rcveakd'Will pf God,; ^Wch mjdor^oar 
Sefxar atitni from thfeOJ neceflary, and fo etftfeqtwntly )ufl^-. 
IblileT -wlicttas the 'things obifeMagaittft tri'onr Churi 
Iftfc'jrt W<tf|l:'bMy 40*^1 j(M«urpi3oiis,or'nitHef notfb 
good tfiidex^etiVas fm^ht'be><ttftm:intl it^slure^ 
toakes^a WideHii^^cc in the cdfe. ' - ^ -• 
■'"Bm d<*:lxW^8tr*POT/ fay,^R^ 14. i$.il^9VPand^m 
:prpieted hyihe'-lJord Jft/«/, Uatthert h mfhtj^ rnuiean 
f^f it fitf-, i>Ht to him th» Meetiitihai^'thhtgnfri/leatiit it uh- 

i?te ?>Dp*;n6t3fe. .eiphifiy 'tdl tis, ¥1&«^ »**f>«/^ h not 
vfFdHH /jrlSk # tHat ts, Whatetw we do without a filii 
Pei»(ua(ibn'«r«)e fewfhtaerstrf"it, tho it tw-ijot hrt^thUM, 
fet 5s-S^'fehiin ^at doAitagainft his Cwifclence. And 

'fhe 
cfire 
here therefebre oi^y to be ri^xdy uhSdrltood, and then 
ri%fc thfhgis areibon'tecsoncfled. 
■-"■'i: When l^fpeaJc of a Scrupukmsf Confcieijce, I liipfpofe 
the Perfon. tolei;^y ^l p*Pw*pl|<)l^^ of 

w^atfis'to be-donej-TjUtiyct-hfedoth riof 'Rft:e or approve 
6f It, he haA fcane little ReaSbns and Exceptions agahift 
it, itts not the beft and fiiteft,hll things confidered. This is 
properly a Scruple, and is cejtkinJy me cafe of all tholL 
who do ibnre^es f to (ave^ tJjttelelTBs fi^m Ae fevemy 
ofthe ]E-aws) jojwtin oar ^y^jtffifp, andcbtntnamcate witn 
ifsif ^.hich we ptelvime iliey wDikd never do did diey 

judge 




jpii^ ilr abix^ttly finfiol (and feorbiiddco by €bri.: Shif^lm/ 
though tt ihonld begiaittQd ttatir maa^a knbcmA^ 
da that of wbicbbb Gaaidcwx dcfafats'^betbcr ft:bfe bm;*; 
fill or not, yet a Man may, and.iQwfian^.€a(fiskbDbfld tss^^ 
do that Ivhiebb not ilnlalwfiil^tbotig^ upoii fbiDe^bet Ac- 
cDunits he Imiplesi the dbmg of it. . :.- 

2. If the QaeOoon bo dbaat:tfai(^ wheceia vx are k6r- 
wholly tocmii;i^v<es^ddatLHj0it)^^avkigrno've^ loreighrl 
ty lUaibn for the doing: bfl Ajmn doci jitvibacy te fihfe ili^ 
vmy to fbriaear all fuchr tfaiag|s tr er;finr upl^ ats. Ofl fadk Qs^? 
let tfaeApoftle ^aksifLtheferff^mehticied Plac^ ofeaf^ 
itigot not eaitio^ feme Meats ^ .mttfaer xtf tlicmt ws&i€<^ 
lediby. any Law« laaagmxnoii^^^ i^t^r isM^wi^iit - 
aoy taftatyja fiarbld Gfaiiflli»isrniadiere«^dk(i^f^ to disk f^7 
Ui8Af at oriir divto chotca^iiQisrbcfl iol: aiMad «kfitf b«9r.d%fliig^ 
tbat of vvinc^ he hatfa^ibsoe fii^idon^ tbdh^brniotiiire^ 
tbat it is^ finfiiL As^ fapjMfeva mm have SdrtipSte^in^^' 
Mind akiut^pkyingjat Gavdsi'islnd;!^^ 
Sta§eifPliysv xw putcing 0tirJ»s^ Mondf taMuryf bi»^\i^* 
thfiSe isbfidjaieat Kealbn^0r^Nece$ty^^ dhv^of th«Q ^flgs^^ ^ 

snif D^tmmeht to att iclverot oitierir^ tbotis^ '^M^do i^^ 
judge them abfblutely fistful^ y^it ki^iaftfl? totbltn^wiio^ 
cano&t[i^iifisfiq^eIf:(amc^ M^f^fiiels 

qixthon/lidHDtij^ fiQ)ikny:bibii^tfa0:m&!ofirtfai^ IBat<^»i0 
th»e t'^im^s£Bs tt isdiDfrlbr tbe qtik (^tdUi^Ccn^^ 
tOf a£b againft' drl ns^V^ithftanding our/ Fesk^ aghd^&f upi^^^ 
\^€]pewK9oar&ii{^^ to wbom^ we owe^ Obed^^tKey 
I^T£^int)ri^]pjp^ ifaefi} IQotixDarkis^ err wh^ 'bf ^^ W<iM|Vd^' 

(Mia Wlien/oiif 8a^eriodH^elihtt-<l:iitH €t'E^ 
whdmiby.tbfi WiIliQlf>G0d we ar4S>boiir;Ki^ to c(bey^ in idi' 
Iffrv^al'tbtp^v^hasf^d ibittpoMi thHi^^txHbafldi;, da/Sbtu- 
pkiLlvillautaf^foots juuififr OiarOi^diilacftif IPibde^^ 

'If> E 2 • wc 



we j|iidge what is commaoded to be ablolutely tmfiEiwfuf^. 
tho it be a &[& ernoneaas Judgment, yet wbild we are 
under (iich perfuafion we are by na means^ta doit upon^ 
any Inducement whatcvei. * 

If I otdy doubt of the lawfolnefi of any particular Adiri- 
on, and it be an inftancewhcrcin i am^at liberty, I amftill- 
bound not to do it. For^Whatfiever is not af Faith is Sin. 
I am certainly innocent when I forbear^ Itoay commit a- 
Sin, K I do it, Wifdom would therefore,' that the ^(afer 
part be chofen. But now if I am by the command of my 
Saperiours obliged to it, my choice is then determined, it 
then becomes my Duty,and it can never be (afe or advi(a*«^ 
tie to nc^eA a plain CHity for aa unceitain O&nce; Thost 
mcA andbcft Cmfuifisiia determkift about a doubtfokCon- • 
fe]ence,!pa£tici^ly :tfae ferenamed reverend Bifhop,in the 
faqte Sermon, Whatjpever is cammanded ns by tbofiwhom 
GW^ hath fet over us^ either. mCburch^Cof^fnonvpeakb^or^ 
Famifyi^K^McA^ tapoai not fit.certtiat diTplicere Ucar^JkitJ^ 
SL BefOa^); Tphich is mt.evidtutfy ifisntMrji to the Lamassct' 
Wiii^^^3tdi loi^btto he'iifHf^ricemidiMdobtjfed ^o'other^ 
wife tham ^^if God himfelf hid commanded it^ becastfe Godf 
bimfelf hath commanded ns to obey the Higher Pamrs^astdta^ 
fithmitom felvestOi their OrdinOnaet. . 

Hut now this kmore plain concerhiog: Fear$ and ScriK 
]rf«$>OQly : about thfi convemency. and expediency/of things^ 
tbeie ought all to'be defpifed when th^ cocne in Compe-^ 
titioa wi|^ the Duty of Obedience. Would men bat diink 
themfelves ki Conictence bound to p^ the fame Duty and 
rQfpe^l jto the J^go^efit an:d Authidirity €>f Magtftratesand 
Governours, whether in Chutdi oitjState, as they do a^r 
fiOi their SerMaots :afid Children flioiild td tbemielves,they 
WQuld (oon feei the reafonablenefi of fifech dibmiffioa For 
all Government and Sub)edibn would be very precarious- 
and arbitrary jf^ye[ry:oifi;that did ootJippcovGrofa Law^ 
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a Scrufnbus Confcience. 35 

or was not fdlly (atkfied about the rearonablenefsbfit^was 
thereby excropted from all Obligations- to obey it. This is to- 
give tbe S^j)retnc Authority to the. moft humourfonie or^ 
pcrverfe fort of-Ghriftisais : for, accordiiig to this principle, 
no publick Laws and Conftitutions can be valid and bind- 
ings unlefs every fcrupulous, tho a very ignorant Confci- 
ence, confent to them. 

2. We arc not to mind or ftand upon our Scrupfcs,. 
when they probably occafion a great fevil^a general mi&hiefl 
They are not fit to be put in the balance with the Peace 6f . 
the Church and Unity of Chriftians. Suppctfe for once 
tfaa^ our publick way of Worihip t^noi the beft that can; 
be devifed, that niany things might be amended in our rLi-^ 
twfgyr ^b«-we could invent a mora agreeable Eftablifli- 
ment than this prefentis (which yet no man in the World: 
can ever tell, for we cannot know all the inconveniences^ 
of any Alteration, tiM it comes to be tryed) yet granting; 
all tbb, tt.catuiot be thought foifitolerabk an.EviTas con- 
tempt <^God'^ Solemn .Worihip, dividing into Sefts and* 
Parties, living in E>ebate,C6ntention, and Separation from^^ 
one another. If there be fome Rites and Cuftoms amongfl:. 
us not wifely choien or determined,, fome Ceremonies 
againj^ which )9ft Exceptions may be made, yet to^forfake. 
tte CQmmmitonbf foth a true.Qiurchof JefusChrift^and. 
fet up ft diftinft Altar inoppofitiori to it, to corobiqe andt 
afibciat^ into fcparate Congregations, is (asitisfomewbere 
exprefledj likfikff^ckin^ 4 f»^n on thehadbeeauje his Teeti* 
art^rott^jfirM/^N^k to<tl^9^iM(mtA\\ch more ftgrcc'» 
able is it to the Chriftian Temper, to be willing to (acrir 
fict sdl ftich Poi^ts^and Scrvlf)les*o th« Intercfts ofptib- 
lick Order and divine Charity b fof better furcly it is. ta 
ferve God in a defeflave imperfeft manner, to bear. with 
many PtfQrders and . Faolts, . than to break the Bdnd o£ 
Pc«05 andfero^rly Cbflrtpun^^ v/u*? c- 



Fiv tlib wehare tbe E)campl6 
Saviour, wfaaUvedatiddikdmCominQiaibn;^ 
Tvdiece there weve far greater Corniptions bot^ aSs^j'Ftf^n 
{qhb and PraHaifes, tioan can far pretended tfap'te^ftil 
ours at thU day^ yet diongh he. was the great llefi)i<- 
iHcr of Nfankinds he ibrfook not the Jewifti Church, 
but affembled with them in their publiok SynaTOguesf^- 
whklt atifwtr tooui? Pbriib-Qiurcbes, preached Hi- Ihe 
Tempk thiiwgh, they had made it a Den of Thieves, ob-^ 
ferved theiu Eeftivals, tbo Home of them of humane Infli; 
tQtion, nay coHunanded his Difbplcst ta cominue to heap 
tbe'i9r9#e/:add Fikm/Se/,.thD they were a-mofl: Vile afi^ 
Smtcrhed Gbnemtioa of ;lj4mi. Great were the .PoUtttioQ? 
andi kftiHeipearR)ur9>itrthQ Churches of Rkmei'C4M4mh\ QM^ 
latia^ yet no one Member of them is ever commian^d- 1& 
come out or feparate from thofe Chmrches to jbyn in a pu*^ 
i)sr GOa^re^tt(»i^ or to aivoid miisc ConiGaunioils, or fenr 
better^EdimatioxL ForMentobeLdim3nka»the'9ic!^ 
was certainiy a worfe FaQkthan/ta ktied^'it^ orl^ |^^ 
wicked Man to intruder httnftlf^ yet' the Apdftle^^oth 'not 
adviieany to withdraw from that Cburch^ butoi^yev^ 
ry one to examine btn^lf We ought to dd ai^ that yrH 
cm do. withoiit Sin, fiobmst: to aq -haddted things \Mclit 
are againft* our Mind:or we had ra^t^ ht AetMy-^ th^ 
dike of l^eace<afnd Unity vfo defirabteiii kMf^ iSb rtecd^ 
lEiry fer the &boty of Cod ji^ Honour <}f Religion, for 
oar cominoi^ Intereft and Saft^^ for th«>l^re(ecvatien oif 
what I may^ ^mhornVkofy-^ cait the^befi^ ChttrehHn^ the 

Worlds':* ■'■- - .-]•':• ." f/'';r... J d^:; ^ ;, •'. -1^; 

I cinnot f^fld iiow^ to^t^L youths 
ty of maViitaiBing Unity amongftQirifKans Bpri^edm^bs 
New Tediament^ how concerned our KeflM' Mstfter was-, 
that all his Di&i|des Ihoi^ agre& tog^therand'live^aS'Bi^ 
thren^ how feverely the HcAy J^^wI^ iih&^rtai^i^l^e^ 
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reckcniag Schtfib and ^Co&tcmMfA fttn&ngft t^« moft iKi- 
imm and ^attgepous Sins. It flioiM iMk€ h&tk the Ear6 
(one would think) of fome amongft us to tingle^ but to 
hear what Senfe the Primitive Chriftians had of the finfiil- 
Beii of feparaiiag iromtnd breaking the Ccamunion of 
Chtiftians^ my^ what the okl Non<onfonntfts here in 
England bAve &Ad of it^ ^et remaining in Print, charging 
the People to be as tender of Church-Divifion as they were 
of Drunkennefi, Whoredom, or any other enormous 
Crime. And did Men know and confider the evil of 
Schifin, they would not be fo ready, upon every flight 
occalion, to fplit upon that Rock. 

Let us therefore divert our Fears and Scruples upon 
groats r Sins. It is^&r inore certain, th«t cauflefs Sepvatiaa 
from the Communion of Chriftians is (inful, than that 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, or Praying by a Book^ is iucL 
Why then have Men fuch invincible Scruf>les about one, 
and none at all about the other ? They run headlong inta 
the Separate Aflembties| which ^rdy are more like ta 
Schifmatical Conventfclcft tfaw aily thing in our Church is 
to Idolatry. Let Men be as (crapulous and fearful of of* 
fending againft the Chriftian Laws of Subjeftion, Peace- 
ablene^, and Charity, as they are of worftiipping God af' 
ter an impure manner, and this alone wilfcontribute much 
to themakiflgupthtrfe&eacbef whidi^thfeaten^^fo^^ 
ine to our Church and Nation. I only add here, that in all 
that I have now (aid I am not conicious to my (elf, that I 
have ufed any Argument or affirmed any thing, but what 
many of thoie very Minifters, whonowdiflent from us, did 
teach, and maintain, and print too, againft the Independents 
and other Seftaries that divided ftrom them when they 
preached in the Parifti-Churches. And if this was good 
Dodrine againft thofe who feparated upon the account of 
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